The results of this study add additional evidence that growth regulators and supplements applied at an early stage of growth may find significant practical use in improving the quality and yield of some crops.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The procedures used for growing bean plants and applying 2,4-D are described in another report (3). Since 2,4-D sprays had no beneficial effect on yield when applied at the bud stage (30 days after planting) an earlier time of application was tested. It was found that plants treated when they were 14 days old gave better growth and yield response. In these experiments different concentrations of 2,4-D, alone and with FeSO.i (300 ppm Fe) were applied to the aerial plant parts.
Treatment units of 3 bean plants Phaseolus vulgaris, var. Sutter Pinks were grown under greenhouse conditions in 6-quart plastic buckets filled with vermiculite. Plants were irrigated with fullstrength Hoagland's solution. Source of iron for the nutrient solution was FeEDTA. All treatments were replicated six times in reproducible experiments.
